Poetic Analysis sample

Structure
# of Stanzas
rhyming pattern
# of lines per stanza
syllables per line
alliteration, assonance 
repetition
line breaks, sentence patterns

figurative language

Meaning

Tone

Theme
Audience

figurative language
Title - choice / meaning
Directions: Write about your analysis of the poem using complete sentences.  ‘Prove’ your analysis with quotes from the poem, particularly with tone, theme and examples of figurative language.  Let the evidence speak rather than using “I.”

“Walking Down Park”
By Nikki Giovanni
 
                “Walking Down Park’ by Nikki Giovanni is a powerful, visual poem that explores connections between the present city life in New York to the distant natural past.  The poem is written in a series of seven stanzas.  The poem is absent of punctuation which requires the reader to read the poem a number of times to understand where to pause as they do not always occur on the line breaks.  The poem often repeats phrases seemingly to place more emphasis. She repeats the phrases “…ever, did you ever” think or wonder to create a thoughtful tone.  Her audience is largely urban dwellers.  
The title is based on walking down Park Avenue in New York.  The voice of the poem is reflecting on what life would be like without “so much asphalt.”  She uses a lot of images to help the reader ‘see’ the present and the past.  She also uses figurative language to enhance the images.  She personifies ‘life’ writing “…if your life could be fertilized by a love thought.”  Additionally, there are numerous metaphors such as, “..tubercular masters” and “…grass was like before they rolled it into a ball and called it central park.”  The poem ends on a thoughtful note: “… ever think its possible/ for us to be / happy.”    
